VALUE   OF   PHILOSOPHY   AS   A   CULTURAL   ACHIEVEMENT
certain social needs is to subject philosophy to an external stan-
dard and to deprive it of its autonomy. Further, philosophy, like ,
everything else that belongs to life, is a growth. Just as the j
garments of childhood do not suit youth, the Vateesika or any <
other ancient system as such will hardly suit us now^ Elements '
may be borrowed from many; but they have to be assimilated,
and our life has to arrange them according to its own needs. In
fact, our contemporary thinkers have begun doing just this.
They are sensitive to the shortcomings of our ancient philosophy,
and are trying to make them up. Materialism is not necessary in
order to preach against inaction. The reader will see how some of
the contemporary thinkers are reconciling with idealism the neces-
sity of the conquest of matter and not escape from it. Idealism
has come to stay as the highest achievement of the world's
thought. And any change in our ideas must be a change within it,
and not in opposition to it. Concerning this point, most of the
contemporary philosophers in India are adopting the right atti-
tude. None can better glorify desire than Iqbal, And the conquest
of matter preached by him and Aurobindo Ghose will surprise
those who hold the complaisant notion that Indian philosophers
preach other-worldliness and escape from material values. And
yet both Iqbal and Aurobindo are idealists.
It is a general rule, therefore, that philosophy is a guide to life.
The lives of only a few can guide philosophical thinking. They are
those who are in constant touch with the innermost depths of life,
who intuitively feel what is wanting in the ideas that have been
so long directing men's actions. To do this is not given to the
ordinary run of mankind. Those to whom it is given are the real
leaders of men. Not that every academical philosopher is such a
leader. It is to the systems of these academical philosophers that
Hegel's assertion that philosophy, like Minerva's owl, starts on its
flight when the evening shades of twilight have begun to fall,
applies. It is the duty of philosophers to take stock of the ideas
disseminated by the true leaders, systematize them, and give
them a definite shape. The kind of work they do has its own
value. It not only gives a definite form to those ideas, but also
evaluates them. They are understood best through such work,
Those ideas cover the whole of life as experienced at a time. So
the philosophy of any time comprehends the whole of experience.
It is not limited merely to the solution of the problem of the
relation between God and man, A philosophy of this type is an